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SUPERVISORS ENDORSE PROPOSITIONS 57 AND 58 ON MARCH 2 BALLOT 
 
The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors voted 4-0 Tuesday (Feb. 17) to endorse 
Proposition 57, the Economic Recovery Bond Act, and Proposition 58, referred to as the 
California Balanced Budget Act, which appear on the March 2 ballot. 
 
“The two propositions are a piece of a larger puzzle” in terms of doing something about the 
state’s budget crisis, said Chairman Don Knabe. “I think that it is important for this County to go 
on record as part of the solution instead of part of the problem.” 
 
“Obviously we are not happy about having to borrow money…but we’re in a mess,” said 
Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky. “We’ve already seen the Sheriff’s Department lose about 1,000 
sworn personnel, and there is added pressure on the County libraries. I’m going to support the 
motion to endorse Propositions 57 and 58, but I do so holding my nose. 
 
Supervisor Yvonne Brathwaite Burke said the County stands to lose at least $360 million if 
something is not done to close the state’s budget gap. “I feel terrible to put the County in a 
position where state funding may be cut so severely that we have to start closing facilities when 
there is a possibility that the bond measure may help. It’s a terrible solution, but we do not have a 
lot of alternatives,” she said. 
 
“Propositions 57 and 58, if passed by the voters, would allow us some breathing time to 
negotiate without making catastrophic disruptions in services,” said Supervisor Michael D. 
Antonovich, who authored the Board motion. “We need to work with the Legislature and the 
California State Association of Counties to ensure a stable source of funding for local services.” 
 
Supervisor Gloria Molina abstained on the motion. “I think it would be irresponsible to send a 
message to the residents and taxpayers of the County that it’s okay to vote for the propositions 
even though the County has no idea what this means in the long run. “I think we should delay 
this vote.” 
 
The two propositions are linked. Each will only take effect if the other is approved by the voters. 
The former would authorize the issuance of up to $15 billion in bonds to deal with the state’s 
general fund deficit, while the latter would require adoption of a balanced state budget in which 
expenditures do not exceed revenues, as well as create a budget reserve. 


